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"German Missions Must be Saved" 


: pet ee : ; Se : 
Fron the International Missionary Council comes the fcliowing news item show- 
ing its deep concern for the 4erman Missions: 


"Now that the Scandinavian missionary societies are resuming responsibility 
for their own work overseas the three remaining tasks are: 1) Gontinued but de- 
creased aid through 1947 for the Paris Evangelical Mission. ‘*) Advances to 
societies in Holland still unable to secure foreign sxchange. 3) Continuing re- 
sponsibility for German missions along these lines: aid for German missionaries 
stranded in Indonesia and Japan; funds for German missionaries who need to be re- 
patriated on compassionate grounds; furloughs in the United States for a limited 
number of families to insure their return to their respective fields after rest 
and study; acsitance in bringing selected missionaries to serve in German-American 
congregations and to senure support for their work abroad; help to those Germen 
Missioneries released from internment in finding opportunities of service with 
other missions nearby or in returning to their own fields; protection of German y 
mission property in the German peace treaty; and finally, insistance on the long- 
term right of German missions to engage in bona fide mission work abroad. 


However, the delay fn troaty-making means that resumption of responsibility 
by German societies will be postponed teyond what was expected. And this, in turn, 
means that Orphaned Missions aid through the International Missionary Council will 
Lave to be continued considerably longer - certainly well into 1948 and possibly 
into 1949, The main burden for this continued help will fall on the North American 
Churches and mission boards, and so North America must, in this sphere as in so 
many others, take the lead and bear the brunt - in this instance of saving German 
missions in the post-war as well as the war period. German missions are literally 
at stake, They are vital to wholesome spiritual life in the German Churches, and 
Sound German church life is essential to a democratic cooperative Germany. 

h.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Rights of Atheists 


Controversy rages in the United States in regard to the right of an atheist 
to express his views over the air.and the right of a radio station to grant him an 
opportunity for expressing himself. For instance, relying upon a decision by the 
Federal Communications Commission on July 19, 1946, the radio station KGW in San 
Francisco gave R.H. Scott, reputed to be en atheist, a period in which to state his 
case. The American Civil Liberties Union has received a large volume of comment 
both pro and con. The immediate question is whether freedom of religious thought 


and expression logically includes the same privilege for anti-religious thought and 
utterance, 


"Since thoughts cannot easily be tested", writes "The Christian Century” of 
February 12, 1947, in an article on this subject, "attention is concentrated upon 
expression; and since radio reaches a wider audience than any other medium, and 
Since it is federally controlled as no other channel of publicity is, freedom of 
the air beeanes the special focus of attention. The first thing to bear in mind in 
thinking one's way through this subject is that the constitutional guarantee of 
‘freedom of speech and of the presst is not limited to religion. It is the affirm- 
ation of a general civil right - not a privilege but a right. Since it applies to 
everything, it applies to religion among other things. ‘The right to express anti- 
religious sentiments therefore does not hinge upon the argument, cogent though it 
is, that religious liberty necessarily inecludés the liberté to reject religion. 
The Constitution does not give, and does not need to give, any special right to 
carry on religious propaganda, Jf men have the civil right to think, speak and 
publish, they have the civil right to pranote religion, or to oppose it. But the 
exercise of every individual right is limited by the rights of others ina social 
order, The general expression of that limit is 'the common welfare't. That term 
itself requires careful limitation, if individual liberties are not to he destroyed 
as well as limited. A powerful party or sect may define the ‘common welfare’ as 
requiring its own dominance. So Ranan Catholic writers say that, in a state having 
a Catholic majority or a Gatholic tradition, the ‘common welfare’ demands the sup- 
pression of propaganda for any competing tradition. Only this line of argument, 
Or ome essentially like it, can justify keeping atheists off the air". 

E.P.o. Geneva 


NEW GUINEA The "Church Unbeater 


The Rt. Rev. G.H. Cranswick D.D., President of the Board of Missions of the 
Church of England in Australia and Tasmania visited the former Mandated Territory 
of New Guinea towards the end of 1948, In his report to the National Missionary 
Council of Australia Bishop Granswick summed up his impressions as follows: 


"One of my discoveries as [ travelled in North New Guinea was to find a 
vounded Church. A Church wounded physically, as many of its members had been 
wounded, maimed and killed as an outcame of the war. A Church wounded morally. 

The presence of so many white men meant that the Fapuans had to safeguard their 
women folk. Churek wounded spiritually, because of therpresence of large numbers 
of white men to whom religion meant nothing, end who had not hesitated to give 
expression to their views, A Church wounded mentally, because of the crushing 1n 
on it of western civilization with all its conflicting ideologies. 


But a Church completely unbeaten, starting in every way to rebuild again and 
a Goursh wonderful in its worship. There was a realil,y and froshmess in the Churen 
servire, not fomd in many of our own Churches.” E-P.S, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIA Inter-Church Migration Committee 


An Inter-Church Migration Committee to assist newly-arrived immigrants in 
Australia has been formed in Victoria. The Committee is modeled after a similar 
movement in England sponsored by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

It consists of Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational, Church of Christ 
and Salvation Army representatives. The Committee will cooperate with the Minister 
of Immigration and it is ‘expected that its work will spread throughout the éontinent. 


Among the first groups of immigrants to be aided will probably be 3,000 
refugees from Holland, including 2,000 Polish and German Jews. E.P.S. Geneva 


UNTTED STATES American-Russian Institute 


An Inter-Church Committee of the American Russian Institute, composed of 16 
leaders of ten Christian Churches and five church-allied groups, has been recently 
formed in New York, It includes among others Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, of Christ 
(ifethodist ) Church, chairman, Bishop Charles K. Gilbert, of the Frotestant 
Episcopal diocese of New York, Dr. Louis Newton, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Dr. John R. Mott, president of the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, Dr. 
Harry N. Holmes, of the World Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches, as well as representatives of the Northern Baptist Convention, the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, etc, 


The Committee has issued a statement emphasising that the moral test of 
“Christians today is "their thoughts and works in the field of Soviet-American 
relations," 


"Stripped of peripheral and confusing elements" the statement goes on, "the 
issue of world war or peace today resolves itself into a problem of Soviet-American 
relations, If the people of the United States and of the Soviet Union retain a 
spirit of friendly cooperation....peace can abide with us. But if suspicion, fear 
and hate rise between these two peoples, atomic holocaust and a just damnation 
inexorably will be ours. 


We believe that a Christian does not pass the great moral test of our times 
by obeying in a merely mechanical and naive sense the injunction to ‘love thy . 
neighbour as thyself', A Christian must enlist and fight against ignorance, 


suspicion, fear and hate", BaP os Geneva 
CERUANY The. Question of the United Evangelical 


Lutheran Church of Germany 


At its meeting on January 19 and 20, 1947, in Treysa the Fraternal Council er 
the German Evangelical Church (EKID) considered the question of the proposed 
formation of a "United Evangelical—Lutheran Church of Germany" (VELKD) - (See 
PPS. No. 6, 9, 10). The Fraternal Council approved the following resolution: 


"The union of the Lutheran Churches can only be blessed, if the unity of the 
German Evangelical Church is not endangered thereby. Moreover in the draft we find 
no reference to the significance of the insights discovered and witnessed in the 
Church struggle. There is a great danger that development here pursued may widen 
the gulf which appeared at the Synod of Oynhausen, while we should rather seek Ways 
and means of returning to that unity in which we have hitherto shared our belicis, 
cur struggles and our sufferings. for this it is necessary, however, that the 
decisions taken at Rarmen shovld be respected and considered as binding. In the 
last resort we can there only beg all the parhicipants most. urgently, not to agree 
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"Ye must respect the conscience of the other members of the EKID in true 
coordination with one another, leaving their freedom to the confessions, but not 
surrendering our own belief, that during the past years we have listened to one 
another in a new way and have learnt from one another, and thus have come into one 
community under the one Lord of the Church. This sense of community means that the 
existence of our different confessions faces us with a question which is a constant 
source of suffering to us - to whatever confession we may belong."  E.P.S. Geneva 


ITALY Declaration of the Federal Council of Evangelical Churches 
Conce erning Relagious Liberty 


The following declaration was sent by the Federal Council of Evangelical 
Churches in Italy at the end of February to each of the members of the Italian 
Constituent Assembly. 


The Council "protests energetically against the proposal to insert in the 
basic Charter of the Italian Republic the affirmation that 'the relations between 
the State and the Roman Catholic Church are controlled by the Lateran pacts... 


It recalls that the Lateran pacts: 


1) proclaim that Italy is a confessional State and that the Roman Catholic 
confession is the only State religion, thus denying the equality of the Christian 
sects and destroying the neutrality of the State in religious matters; 


2) deny the equality of all citizens before the law, by making the right of 
some of them to have access to public office dependent on a Roman Catholic church 
tribunal; 


3) violate freedom of conscience by forcing all citizens, whatever their 
convictions, to contribute financially to the maintenance cf a particular confession. 


"The Council affirms... that ‘the fundamental principles of full and complete 
freedom of conscience for all, the equality of all confessions before the law, and 
the proclamation of the religious neutrality of the State cannot be excluded from 
the Constitution of a nation which wishes to safeguard the freedom and dignity of 
human personality. 


In spite of its conviction that religious liberty is guara anteed better in a 
resime where Church and State are completely separated, the Council recognises 
that a Concordat may be granted with religious freedom on condition that At 
proclaimed without ambiguity or contradiction, as is the case in the draft 
Grtiches-5 and 1)), 


It declares that the Italian citizens who are members of evangelical 
communitics... cannot accept as just laws which detract from freedom oO consc1ence 


and of religion, which are the basis and crown of all other freedoms, 
E.P.Ss. Geneva 


GERMANY State and Church 


The "United Socialist Party of Germany” (3.E.D.) which is the outcome of the 
fusion of the Communist and Social—Democrat parties in the Russian Zone, gave a 
proadcast on a draft which was before it for consideration, relating to the future 
NGonstitution of the German Republic". In the discussion which followed a . 
representative of the Evangelical Church was given an opportunity to eae: His 
remarks are reported in the central organ of the S.E.D. Mneues Deutschland". 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin. 1947-03-21 14 11 
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"Dr. Benn welcomes the draft constitution as an attempt, to settle the 
position of the religious societies in the State on a united basis all over 
Germany, and as an expression of the will to reach a reasonable cooperation 
between State and Church. Dr, Benn writes: 'The draft confirms the public 
and Legal position of the Churches, recognises their freedom in ordering and 
managing their affairs and in appointing their officials, expressly leaves spirit- 
ual care in the public institutions and assures the Churches of the necessary 
income through church taxes." Nevertheless the draft leaves some questions open, 
(Is it really necessary to state expressly, that it is prohibited to misuse the 
Church or religion for political purposes? Everyone will regret it, if propaganda 
is for separate political parties. But, as stated in the draft, this attitude may, 
in some cases, easily lead to the prohibition of any religious opinion concerning 
public questions. That would be an idea which the Church could not accept. The 
well-known pulnit paragraph prevents any misuse. That should also suffice for the 


futuret." E.P.S,. Geneva 
! 
CANADA Niemollerts Visit 


According to the Religious News Service, the Canadian Council of Churches has 
announced that Pastor Martin Niemoller, now on a lecture tour in the United States, 
will pay a three-day visit to Toronto, speaking in four of its larger Protestant 
Churches. HePsos Geneva 


Annual Conference of the Reconstruction Department of the World Council 
The second annual conference of secretaries of the National Reconstruction 
Committees took place in Chexbres (Switzerland) from March 13 to 18, 1947, under 
the auspices of the Reconstruction Department and Inter-Church Aid of the World 
Council of Churches and under the chairmanship of Dr. A. Koechlin, of Basel. 
Fifty delegates representing 17 countries gathered together for consultation on 
the questions of principle and practice of Church reconstruction. 


Like a thread going through all the reports and discussions one could follow 
the permanent feeling that the reconstruction should not be only a repairing of 
destroyed churches but that it should be done in a spirit of repentance and obedience 
to the command of Jesus Christ: "Go thou and preach the kingdom of God", In this 
sense, the endeavour to help one another in the different Churches and countries, 
as said Dr. J. Hutchison Cockburn, director of the Reconstruction Department, in 
his opening address, "is unparalleled in the history of the Church, Indeed, the 
world's Churches are today more willing to cooperate with each other than at any 
time since the Christian Churches began to separate in the Reformation days". 


In his speech, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, said that "if before the war the ecumencial movement was 
largely one of thought and discussion, it had now also become one of service and 
action", Proof of this is this conference for reconstruction work which is like 
the whole of the ecumenical movement, not an aim in itself but a means for Christ- 
fan collaboration in the spirit of the Church Universal. This gives to our 
rehabilitation work its raison d'etre. All Churches are sick Churches which need 
everywhere to repent on the ground of the message of the Gospel, That is the 
starting point of the reconstruction work, 


Tllustrating this principle, the Dutch delegate Baron van Tuyll van Serooskerke« 
brought as a present to the World Council a copy of the New Testament printed in 
Indonesia during the Japanese occupation. "After a year of dangerous negotiations 
with the Japanese", he said, "missionaries were permitted to publish some Testaments. 
The book is printed on thin brownish paper and bears the figure 2603, the year of 
its publication according to the Japanese calendar." 
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Dr. R. Barstow, director of Church World Service which coordinates relief 
action of 30 different denominations in the United States representing 25,000,000 
members, stressed that between Christians the words "giving" and lresaiyinet : 
seemed inadequate, and ought to be replaced by the word Msharing", 


Although Church World Service has spent in 1946 for relief both in Europe 
and in Asia, in goods and cash, a sum of 26,000,000 dollars, said Dr. Barstow, 
Nwe are not satisfied. America is not sufficiently alerted, in face of world 
disaster which has touched us so lightly. I would that all America could have 
shared in this conference so that it might realise facts and forces both positive 
and negative that make up the world of today. Those of us privileged to be close 
to you are deeply moved by such reports as you bring us, by your faith, your 
courage, your hercic achievements. Having accepted major responsibilites to serve 
in this whitened harvest field of need, we are all weighed down day and night by 
the immediacy as well as the magnitude of the task... : 


"Neverthéless, despite all this, I want to assure you that there is a great 
nucleus of Christian love and yearning and generosity and determination among our 
Churches in America... This I present not in pride but in humility for it is far 
from an adequate stewardship of God's mercies to us of America... 


"We are constantly seeking in every way, through the Reconstruction 
Department and our ovm staff members, and through direct contacts with the field, 
to get proper perspective and priorities, so necessary since we are so far away, 
And we are eager to do it in an ecumencial spirit. There have been great gains 
here among us, as I believe among you. Our American Churches have been drawn 
together in this great task in a noteworthy degree; - far closer than ever before, 
Not a day passes without interdenominational Committees meeting with eager good- 
will to consider the phases of the programme of relief and reconstruction. 


"In all this you can help us, as you continue to put a minimum emphasis on 
denominations and maximum on common needs and common approach and full sharing 
among your various groups. Thus we ask your cooperation in our constant task of 
education and inspiration for our people to stir them to greater response. We, 
in C.1’.S., must depend on you in Europe - in Geneva and in every country - to give 
us facts and pictures and interpretations, as well as to provide us wise counsel 
as to the ways we can plan and administer our help most effectively... 


"JT see our task in America as a two-fold one. First of course to establish 
more surely the Christian Gospel in the life of our people, our nation. Second, 
to channel that Christian faith in eager, generous, persistant help to all who are 
in need, in the spirit of Christ our Blessed Lord." 


Thankfulness was expressed towards the great effort accomplished by all 
giving countries, i.e. Sweden, Switzerland, Great Britain and Denmark, which 
country has passed from a receiving to a giving country. A special cable of thanks 
on motion of the representative of Great Britain was sent to Church World Service 
in New York, saying: 


"Delegates of many nations and many denominations gathered at Chexbres send 
message of deep affection, wonder and appreciation to the Churches of America 
gathered in C.W.S. whose message received this morning through Dr. Barstow has 
brought great encouragement". 


Further details on the work of this Conference will appear in next issues of 
the Hcumencial Press Service, Rel «Se Geneve. 
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